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■wickedness, that in its perusal the cheek of virtue scarcely 
knows why it blushes, whilst the rapacity of a depraved im- 
agination seeks for its food in vain. 

From the general merit and moral character of the poem, 
we pass to a brief consideration of its lighter graces. 

The Faery Queene is a repository of all the minor beauties 
of poetry. — Unbounded variety in its descriptions— exact 
fidelity in its copies of nature — inimitable playfulness in its 
sallies of fancy — irresistible severity in its satire — a ravishing 
transport in its flights of passion — an unsparing copiousness, 
fertility, and richness of imagery — in short, there is not a 
flower of Parnassus, which is not to he gathered there. 



The Jesuits. 

The first conquests of Ignatius in Paris, were Lefevre 
and Francis Xavier, who taught philosophy in the universi- 
ty. He soon afterwards engaged four other disciples, Lai- 
nez, Salmeron, Bobadilla and Rodriguez. To bind his dis- 
ciples to him by irrevocable ties, he led them, on the day of 
the assumption, to the church of Mont Martre near Paris, 
where Lefevre, who had lately been made a priest, read the 
mass and administered the sacrament to them, in the Subter- 
ranean chapel. 

After the mass, they all seven together, with loud and dis- 
tinct voices, t6ok an oath, to undertake, in a certain time, a 
journey to Jerusalem, for the conversion of the infidels of the 
Levant, to renounce every thing they possessed in the world, 
except what was necessary for their enterprise ; and in case 
they could not accomplish it, to throw themselves at the feet 
of the pope, to offer him their services, to place themselves 
under his orders, wherever it should please him to send them. 
Afterwards, three other disciples joined themselves to the 
first, namely, Le Jay, Codur and Brouet. For the perform- 
ance of their vow, these companions agreed upon a rendez- 
vous at Venice. On their way, though they were not yet 
priests, they preached publickly. At Venice these new 
preachers were attacked with vivacity. But Ignatius had 
the address to lull this storm, and he was there even elevated 
to the priesthood, with several of his disciples. They resort- 
ed to Rome at the close of Lent in 1538. Assembled at the 
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bouse of Quirino Garzonio, they agreed that it was necessa- 
ry, cs soon as possible, to erect themselves into a religious or- 
der, to prevent the company from ever dissolving, and to 
put themselves into a condition to multiply themselves in 
all places, and to continue to all ages. These were large 
views. Ignatius would not have his society bounded by 
time nor place. On his arrival at Rome, this extatick patri- 
arch declared to his disciples, that as they combatted under 
the banner of Jesus Christ, the company had no other title to 
assume, but that of « the society of jestts.' This name 
had been conceived in his head during his retirement at Man- 
reze, in the first year of his conversion, and after the vision 
of the two -standards, by which he had figured the plan of his 
order, under warlike images. 

He did not, however, conduct himself by his visions, so en- 
tirely as to neglect his human means for extricating himself 
from difficulties and disembarrassing himself of accusations 
which were every where brought against him. For he was 
formidably attacked at Rome, as he had been at Venice, at 
Paris, at Salamanca, and at Alcala, for his singular conduct, 
his indiscretions, and his enterprises of preaching and direct- 
ing consciences. But he knew how to overcome these oppo- 
sitions by insinuating himself into the grandees and by acting 
the courtier. By this address, notwithstanding all the obsta- 
cles in his way, he accomplished his purpose of obtaining the 
approbation of his order by the pope Paul III. He had pre- 
sented, in 1539, the project of his institution to this Pon- 
tiff, who had committed it to three cardinals for examination. 

Guidiccioni, one of these censors, a man of great merit and 
very learned, was very much opposed to this innovation. He 
even composed a book to enforce the reasons of his opposi- 
tion j and his authority determined the two other cardinals. 

During this examination, there arrived an event, which was 
the origin of the great credit which the Jesuits afterwards 
obtained at the court of Portugal. John III. king of Por- 
tugal, wished to send missionaries to the Indies. He in- 
structed his ambassador at Rome to procure him ten. This 
ambassador was Mascarenhas, intimately connected with Ig- 
natius, who, it is said, had been his confessor. He requested 
of Ignatius, some of his companions. Ignatius gave him 
Rodriguez and fiobadilla. The last falling sick, lie substi- 
tuted Xavier. 
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Mascarenhas carried with him to Portugal these two mis- 
sionaries, who departed from Rome on the 15th of March 
1540, more than six months before the approbation of the in- 
stitution by the pope. Rodriguez remained in Portugal. 
Xavier went to India. Xavier appeared to be endowed with 
excellent qualities, and full of zeal for the salvation of souls. 
This missionary, who had taken the vow of poverty, and who 
has been graced by the Jesuits with the title of apostle of the 
Indies, with the view to strike and gain the pagan princes, 
appeared before them, in the richest apparel, with splendid 
equipages, and a numerous train of lackeys. He continued 
this ostentation to the last days of his life, and the Jesuits 
have not failed to exalt, with fervid panegyricks, this ardent 
charity of their apostle. Some however have questioned the 
prudence of displaying such a contrast between the apostles 
of the new world, and those of the first ages of Christianity. 

Ignatius, an intriguer by nature, and who had subtilty 
enough to insinuate himself into favour with the great, employ- 
ed all sorts of means to remove the obstacles to the approba- 
tion of his institution. Perceiving that the great objection 
was, that the obedience promised to the pope was not abso- 
lute, he now promised an obedience without bounds, such as 
he had intended should be sworn to the general of his order, 
who should be elected. Paul III. flattered by this promise, be- 
gan to be more favourable. 

On this occasion, Cardinal Contarin,- connected with Igna- 
tius, served him efficatiously. After the most pressing solici- 
tations and upon the promise of the most implicit submis- 
sion to the pope, Paul III. by a bull of the twenty seventh 
of September 1545, approved the institution of Ignatius, re- 
straining, however, the number of members of sixty. But 
this restriction was soon removed by a bull of 1543. 

That which distinguishes this institution from others, is not 
any rule which subjects the members to any remarkable 
practices. The Jesuits themselves proclaim, in < examina- 
tion general,' which they have placed at the head of their con- 
stitutions, that their kind of life is common, and that they are 
not obliged to submit to any penitences or mortifications of 
any particular kind. Their institution is founded in privi- 
leges rather than rules. 

In fact, if we make an extract of the privileges upon winch 
this society is founded, and ef the papal bulls to the number 
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of more than forty which the Jesuits hare obtained, we shall 
see that they have procured themselves to be exempted from 
all jurisdiction, both ecclesiastical and civil, from all tythes 
and impositions for themselves and their property ; that their 
institution is an invasion, a universal encroachment on the 
rights of bishops, of curates, of universities, of corporations, 
of princes, of magistrates, of all authorities temporal and 
spiritual ; that these exorbitant privileges, with which thoy 
have caused themselves to be invested, are fit only to over- 
throw all governments, and to spread troubles and confusion 
every where. They have procured it to be decided by papal 
bulls, that the government of their society is purely monakch- 
icai. From the origin of their establishment, the Jesuits 
proposed to themselves, to swallow up all orders, all powers, 
all authority, all property, in one word, to concentrate every 
thing in their society and become universal monarchs. 

If such'were the views of Ignatius, when, immediately after 
his conversion in the midst of his seraphick visions, he form- 
ed the plan of his society ; it must be acknowledged, that he 
had a vast genius, born for great enterprises, and that he 
thought less of being an apostle, than a conqueror. 

It appears that the Jesuits chose to paint him in this lat- 
ter character. They have engraved upon this tomb, the fol- 
lowing inscription. * Whoever you are, represent to your- 
self the image of the great Pompey, of Cesar, or of Alexan- 
der. Open your eyes to the truth, and you will see upon this 
marble, that Ignatius was greater than all those conquer- 
ors.' 

Jesus Christ, in establishing his religion, has expressly ex- 
cluded all domination. Far from establishing a monarchy, 
he willed that all should be decided by assemblies, and by the 
poll. 

But in the houses of the Jesuits, nothing is decided by the 
poll. Gregory XIV, by his bull of 1591. declares that Igna- 
tius determined that the government of his society should be 
monarchical, and that every thing should he decided by the 
single will of the general. The plan of Ignatius then, is in 
direct contradiction to the plan of Jesus Christ. 

Inqisitor. 



